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Dates to Remember 
 
Friday, March 28 
Soup Supper-Sponsored by Fraternity –followed by Stations of the Cross at 
7:00pm 
5:30 St. Austin’s 

SUNDAY, APRIL 13-Palm Sunday 
Fraternity Meeting 3pm at St. Austin's-Note time change 

SUNDAY, April 20—EastrDaylight Savings Time 

SUNDAY, March 16 
OFS MEETING 
2:00—St. Austin’s 
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Dates to Remember 
 
WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 2, 
2020  
ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA  
FRATERNITY COUNCIL MEETING-
4PM –JULIE’S 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 2020 
3:00 OFS FRATERNITY MEETING @ 
ST. BRIDGETS  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3,2020 –
TRANSITUS OF ST. FRANCIS 
7PM AT ST, BONAVENTURE’S 
BLOOMINGTON 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2020 
9:30AM MASS-ST. BRIDGET’S 
MPLS-MASS AND BLESSING OF 
ANIMALS ON VICTORY MEMORIAL 
DRIVE-DOWLING AVENUE  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2020  
FEAST DAY OF ST. FRANCIS OF  
ASSISI MASS AT 12:30PM AT  
ST BRIDGET’S CHURCH MPLS. 

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 7, 2020 
FRATERNITY COUNCIL MEETING 
6:30 PM AT JULIE’S 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2020- 
OFS FRATERNITY MEETING  
3PM ST. BRIDGET’S CHURCH 
 

We Are  (Still) A Fraternity —   On Sunday, July 19, 2020 we gathered again as a community 
of Secular Franciscans and 
prayed and broke bread togeth-
er at our annual picnic at Sulli-
van Lake.  We missed seeing a 
few of our fraternity members, 
but we are still a fraternity and 
will meet wherever and whenev-
er we can. We had a few guests 
as you can see in the picture, 
and we shared in a very nice 
chicken dinner.  We hope to see 
you all again soon in these on 
again-off again times.  We were unable to meet in August, but are back on for September 
20, and will be celebrating Transitus at St. Bonaventure’s Church in Bloomington, and we 
will also celebrate the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi with Fr. Paul at St. Bridget’s Church 
at 12:30 on October 4th.  Details below.  (editor) 

“ We put our Hope in the Lord.  He is our help and our shield.  In Him our hearts rejoice, for 
we trust in His holy name.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
OFS RULE 16.   Let them esteem work both as a gift and as a sharing in the creation, re-
demption, and service of the human community.  

 

FRATERNITY MEETING  
HIGHLIGHTS 

ONGOING-FRANCISCAN BROTHER 
JOHN MARY OF FRANCISCAN-
BROTHERS OF PEACE WILL SPEAK 

LITURGY-GESTE OF THE KING 

NO TREATS NEEDED– THEY WILL 
BE PROVIDED AND SERVED BY 
COUNCIL 

 

***DO NOT FORGET TO CONTINUE 
TO PRAY FOR YOUR BLOCK AS 
PART OF OUR APOSTOLATE*** 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2020– Transitus of St. Francis-St. John XXIII Fraternity will 
again host the OFS solemn remembrance of the death of St. Francis of Assisi at the 
Church of St. Bonaventure located at 901 East 90th Street in Bloomington, MN.  
Rides will be provided for any that need one.  Contact any council member and we 
will have sign-up at our meeting on Sunday, September 21.  The liturgy starts at 
7pm.  Masks will be required. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4TH, 2020– St. Francis of Assisi Feast Day Mass– Fr. Paul has 
graciously agreed to say mass for our fraternity and any others that wish to attend.  
Mass is at 12:30pm at St. Bridget’s Church in North Minneapolis.   

For those who are interested, Fr Paul will celebrate mass at 9:30 am that morning 
on Dowling Avenue and Victory Memorial Drive weather permitting.  After mass, 
there will be a blessing of the animals.  Go to the website St. Bridget's Northside or 
call the parish office for more details on this gathering.  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2020-OFS MEETING DAY AT ST. BRIDGET’S CHURCH– We 
are hoping that things will return to “normal” and we expect to begin having our reg-
ular meeting on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 3pm at St. Bridget’s Church,   We 
also will return to providing a regular monthly newsletter now that we will be meeting 
again.  Pray that God will provide for us a path to worship as a fraternity as we 
should and wish to do.   (Fraternity Council) 
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PRAYER REQUESTS               
· For our Blocks in North 

Minneapolis, who we offer 
our special prayers for 
that God would hear us 
and provide every grace 
and blessing needed to all 
who live there and that His 
presence be known to the 
St. Bridget’s neighbor-
hood. 

· For the health and safety 
of our citizens and all 
those around the world as 
we deal with the corona-
virus pandemic. 

· For the healing  and peace 
of Christ to the sick, suf-
fering, and homebound or 
in Care Centers including    
LaRayne, Rose, and Mary 
Ann Witzman and for their 
caregivers.  

· For healing for Carol from 
her surgeries. 

· For Kay Larson who has 
finished her cancer treat-
ment that she may contin-
ue to have good health. 

· For Sharon Brisk & daugh-
ter Denise for full healing 
and God’s grace in their 
lives. 

· For Sharon Brisk’s grand-
daughter Gina who  
attempted suicide for 
healing of mind, body  
and soul. 

· For a complete healing 
from throat cancer for 
Kathy Bartz. 

· For Will’s brother-in-law, Bill, 
for healing of lymphoma. 

· For Dianne Redman for 
healing from pancreatic 
cancer surgery and treat-
ment for breast cancer. 

· Employment for  family 
and friends of OFS who 
desire to work.   

· For Maria Lucia as she 
discerns her future in the 
OFS and seeks God’s will 
in her life. 

· For healing for Will’s neph-
ew and all others dealing 
with addiction for God’s 
loving touch . 

· For marriages, families 
and the life they bring to 
the church, especially all 
expecting mothers, espe-
cially Sue and Joe’s 
daughter, Bethany. 

· For Ben Wolney and those 
who serve in our military. 

· For those who are alone 
and lonely may they know 
God’s love. 

· For a return to the church 
for those who have left our 
flock, most especially our 
family members and 
youth. 

· For our church and our 
individual parishes and 
parish families. 

· For all unborn children, 
that they especially be  
protected from the legisla-
tion in states that allow for 
their killing up to the mo-
ment of birth, and for 
those preparing for/caring 
for our newborns. 

· For an increase in voca-
tions to the Secular Fran-
ciscan Order especially for 
the St. Anthony of Padua 
fraternity in Brown’s Val-
ley. 

· For blessings on all who 
are in the Franciscan fami-
ly, and that God will 
strengthen their commit-
ment. 

· For Peace. 
· For God’s justice to be 

known and preached 
throughout a world in 
need of it. 

· For all priests,  from all 
orders that they perform 
their ministerial duties 
fearlessly with the help of 
the Holy Spirit and our 
prayers for them. 

“Men bound together by the bonds of true  
fraternal concord would mutually love each  
other, and would give that reverence which is 
becoming to the poor and distressed, as bearing 
the image of Christ…... Than this disposition of 

mind, nothing is more effective to extinguish utterly every 
vice of this kind, whether violence, injuries, desire for  
revolution, hatred among the different ranks of society, in 
all which vices the beginnings and the weapons of social-
ism are found.  Lastly, the question that politicians so  
laboriously aim at solving, viz., the relations which exist 
between the rich and poor, would be thoroughly solved if 
they held this as a fixed principle, viz., that poverty is not 
wanting in dignity; that the rich should be merciful and  
munificent, and the poor content with their lot and labor; 
and since neither was born for these changeable goods, 
the one is to attain heaven by patience the other by 
 liberality. “   

Auspicato Concessum   His Holiness Pope Leo XIII on St. 
Francis of Assisi September 17, 1882 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
6/21/2020 General Fund Balance $931.86 

July Collection          $300.00 

Expenses-  Julie –reimburse for picnic food $110.00 

                    Amazon relief fraternity donation $200.00 

                    Fair Share Second Half payment $478.50 

                     Will Moore quarterly stipend $100.00 

                     Sue Wolney (Sullivan Park fee) $50.00 

General Fund Balance  September 21, 2020           $293.36                                                           

Kathy Kubow, Treasurer 

News from Browns Valley- 

It Happened! We finally had our OFS Meeting! 

On Thursday, August 6 at 9:00 am, we gathered at Edith’s home for 
our meeting.  We decided to give $50 to Amazon Relief Program.  We 
were almost done with the meeting.  It felt so good to get together 
again.  We are going to do this again at this place next month and 
then we are going to check into Zoom.  We are back in our church 
and now having our OFS meetings.  Life is good! 

Edith Foren, Minister 

 

Editor’s note:  Please continue to pray for  increase in members to 
the St. Anthony of Padua fraternity in Browns Valley, MN.  There is 
great potential in the western part of our state for an increase in 
vocations to our OFS with the Holy Spirit’s help. 
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Why is There No Peace in the United States? 

“Have you not known? Have you not heard?  The LORD is the everlasting God,  the Creator of the ends of 
the earth.  He does not faint or grow weary,  His understanding is unsearchable. 
 He gives power to the faint,  and to him who has no might he increases strength. 
 Even youths shall faint and be weary,  and young men shall fall exhausted; 
 but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles,  
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”  Isaiah 40 

The prophet gave the gift of these words from God to console the people of Israel who were in captivity in Babylon.  In this an-
cient time, and in the times up to and including now, mankind has continually searched for hope and peace in their lives.   We 
have had times of peace and prosperity but it always seems that just when we have these times, all the sins that society has 
stored up for itself come pouring forth resulting in death and destruction.  One year ago, we had a great economy, our lowest 
unemployment numbers ever, and it seemed most everyone was happy.  In just one year, we have now gone to anxiety, stress, 
division and no one is at peace, at least in our country.  The virus has affected all of us and to add to it, we have rioting, loot-
ing and protesting and general unrest.  We cannot turn to our Church because it is locked down and our leaders are hiding in 
their homes and attempting to minister to us via streaming on a computer, and if you want the sacraments, you have to put 
your name on a list.    Why?  

I do not have all the answers but I do have observations.   Francis of Assisi came in a time like today.  In times of unrest, those 
who bring rioting and protest and disruption of society will only win if no one comes forward to speak peace.   Not peace of the 
world.  The peace of Christ.  God raises up a standard against the sin of the world, the peace which surpasses all understand-
ing.  Francis was one.  We certainly could use one today.  Is it one of us? 

In December 1922, Pope Pius XI and the Church gave us an encyclical titled, On the Peace of Christ in His Kingdom or “Ubi 
Arcano Dei Consilio.”  I highly recommend reading it if you have access to the Internet.  You can find it at NewAdvent.org under 
the library tab.  I was struck by how applicable to today’s issues this encyclical was.  Just like God does through his Holy Scrip-
tures, Pope Pius XI has reached out through time and told us today what our problems are, what is the cause and what we 
need to seek if we want answers to all of our problems in today’s world. 

“It is apparent from these considerations that true peace, the peace of Christ, is impossible unless we are willing and ready to 
accept the fundamental principles of Christianity, unless we are willing to observe the teachings and obey the law of Christ, 
both in public and private life. If this were done, then society being placed at last on a sound foundation, the Church would be 
able, in the exercise of its divinely given ministry and by means of the teaching authority which results therefrom, to protect all 
the rights of God over men and nations.” 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 
God;  and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  Phi-
lippians:4 

Tim Wolney, OFS 
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Minister - Kim Pappas, OFS; Vice Minister - Tim Taormina, OFS; Secretary - Mary Seger, OFS; Treasurer - Edith Foren, OFS; 
Formation Director - Mona Wolney, OFS; Councilor North MN/ND/SD - Christopher Mathias, OFS; Councilor SE MN/WI 
- Gordon Walker, OFS; Councilor NE/IA - Luis Alvarez, OFS 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

All Brothers-  On October 4th of this year the  Pope will release a new encyclical entitled  “Fratelli Tutti” - On Fraternity and 
Friendship.  The date was selected specifically because it is the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi.  Pope Francis will sign the 
encyclical on October 3rd, the Transitus of St. Francis of Assisi in Assisi and he will say a private mass on the Feast Day at  
the Tomb of St. Francis.  At our Feast Day mass at 12:30 on St. Bridget’s we lift up our prayers and thoughts to join with the 
Holy Father’s as we remember our Seraphic Father.  Those of us who profess the truth of what St. Francis was really about, 
not just the St. Francis who sought union with all of God’s creation, understand that when any of us seek Christ in truth and 
sincerity through the intercession of the poor saint offer our hope that his words speak across the centuries to all of society 
today. 

St, Francis of Assisi, pray for us.   St. Anthony of Padua, pray for us.  Holy Mother of God, pray for us. 


